La noche de mil noches

a capella mixed choir

Nilo B. Alcala II

composer

text: excerpt from Cataclismo from Pablo Neruda's Ceremonial Songs)

La noche de mil noches y una noche
la sombra de mil sombras y un latido,
el agua de mil aguas que cayeron,

el fuego destapando sus embudos,

la ceniza vestida de medusa, P E R l l L R E
la tierra dando un grito.

Hombre soy, por que naci en la tierra?

Donde esta la mortaja?

Esta es la muerte?

The night of a thosand and one nights,

the shadow of a thousand shadows and a heartbeat,
the water of a thousand waters falling,

fire uncovering funnels,

ashes dressed up like Medusa,

the Earth’s lamentation.

Iama man. Why was I born to Earth?
Where is the shroud?

Is this death?
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chant-like, freelys= ca. 60-70

La noche de mil noches

music: Nilo Alcala II (b. 1978)

text: Pablo Neruda
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T soloists repeat given phrase until rehearsal [B] , ad libitum

™ the rest of the section joins the soloist (one by one) in chanting;
also in free tempo, each singer must not be synchronized with the rest
of the section; repeat until rehearsal [B] ad libitum; mp (yet intense) (soloists still mf)
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* each singer (one by one) holds last note of the phrase,
staggered breathing until conductor signals to stop
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"La noche de mil noches y una noche, La sombra de mil sombras y un latido"

repeat until conductor signals to stop
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metric but very legato, ethereal feel J: 70
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rapid chant on given pitch.
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